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Land Use Planning:
Trojan Horse for Socialism

 By Mike Byrne

M a n y  o f  t h e  c o n c e r n s  s h a r e d  w i t h  t h e  s t a f f  a t
Freedom Matters  from around the country are one way
or  another  re la ted  to  a  bas ic  r ight  many  Amer icans
have forgotten that  we should enjoy.  We are talking
a b o u t  t h e  c h o i c e  t o  b u i l d  a  d w e l l i n g  o n  y o u r
p r o p e r t y  i n  t h e  l o c a t i o n  t h a t  s u i t s  y o u .  O n c e
t a k e n  f o r  g r a n t e d ,  t h i s  r i g h t  h a s  b e e n  t r a n s f o r m e d
i n t o  a  k i n d  o f  p r i v i l e g e ,  a  c h o i c e  t h a t  i s  n o t  o n l y
yours  but now also your neighbors ’ .

There are possibly some rationale  nearly  everyone
w o u l d  a c c e p t  t o  r e g u l a t e  h o u s e  s i t i n g  i n  a  d e n s e
u r b a n  s e t t i n g ,  b e c a u s e  t h i n g s  l i k e  s a n i t a t i o n ,  f i r e
s a f e t y ,  a n d  e v e n  n o i s e  a r e  v a l i d  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  o f
m u t u a l  c o n c e r n ,  b u t  i n  a  r u r a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  t h e
s i t i n g  o f  a  h o u s e  s h o u l d  n o t  e v e n  b e  a n  i s s u e .
A l a s ,  i t  i s  n o t  s o  i n  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  a r e a s  o f  D a n e
County.

Ownership of the horizon?
The concept of  “viewshed” has  become something

almost sacred to certain people,  and they are going to
g r e a t  l e n g t h s  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e i r  o w n ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e
fact  that  they  are  by  def in i t ion  l i v ing  in  a  dwel l ing
that  “ ru ined”  someone  e l se ’ s .  To  us  i t  i s  H I G H L Y
IRONIC!

B u t  i r o n i c  t w i s t s  o f  p e r s p e c t i v e  h a v e  b e c o m e
quite “normal”  and tolerated of  late .   So when these
nice folks  can’t  convince people moving to the coun-
try  to  respect  v iewsheds  they  t u r n  t o  g o v e r n m e n t
to do it  for them.

Government is happy to help...
Government has  a  number of  weapons in its  arse-

nal  for  these purposes ,  ranging from harsh ones such
a s  z o n i n g  p r o h i b i t i o n s  t o  s u b t l e  o n e s  s u c h  a s  t a x
incentives  or  easements dedicated to specif ic  purpos-
es .

No matter  what the strategy government uses ,  the
e n d  r e s u l t  i s  w h a t  m a t t e r s  t o  u s .   T h a t  i s ,
g o v e r n m e n t  t e l l i n g  c i t i z e n s  w h e r e  t h e y  c a n  l i v e .
T h a t  i s  i n  n o  u n c e r t a i n  t e r m s  a  s o c i a l i s t i c  c o n -
c e p t .   H i s t o r y  s h o w s  t h a t  i t  s i m p l y  d o e s n ’ t  w o r k .
H i s t o r y  a l s o  s h o w s  t h a t  t o  e n f o r c e  s u c h  a  s y s t e m
inv i te s  repres s ion .   Repres s ion ,  in  tu rn ,  somet imes
leads to catastrophic results .

    Is there hope?
In America,  the hope is  that  any action taken by

government that  is  not popular ly  supported is  revers-
ible  through the democratic  process .   Unfortunately ,
c l e v e r  p o l i t i c i a n s  h a v e  b u i l t  i n  s a f e g u a r d s  a g a i n s t
making changes a  s imple matter  of  voting.

Dane County is  now at  a  watershed moment .
A number  of  townships  are  act ive ly  p lanning  ( some
with ass istance from profess ional  p lanners )  to  com-
ply with the state laws we cal l  smart growth .

It  is  interesting to note,  for  example,  that  a l l  the
townsh ips  a long  Highway  1 2  a re  p l ann ing  w i th  the
assistance of  a  company cal led Vandewal le  & Associ-
ates .   The plans  are  remarkably  s imi lar ,  part icular ly
with the inclusion of  certain key phrases .

I t s  l a t e  a t  n i g h t  i n  t h e  c a p i t o l  a n d
t h e r e ’ s  a  n e e d  f o r  v i g i l a n c e . . . D o  y o u
know where your legislator is?

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  a l a r m i n g  p h r a s e s  c r o p p i n g
u p  i s  t h e  t e r m  “ e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c o r r i d o r . ”   W e
suggest  you download from the Wisconsin State Leg-
i s l a t u r e  S e n a t e  B i l l  2 0 9 .   T h i s  b i l l  m a n d a t e s  t h e
mapping of  upland environmental  corr idors ,  seeking
t o  p r o t e c t  w i l d l i f e .   S o m e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l i s t s  h a v e
r e c o m m e n d e d  t h e s e  c o r r i d o r s  b e  u p  t o  o n e  m i l e
wide!   This  could lead to further problems. . .

T h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  t h e  l a n d  u s e  p l a n  i n  t h e
t o w n s h i p  o f  B e r r y ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  s u g g e s t s  t h a t
b u i l d i n g  w i l l  b e  p r o h i b i t e d  i n  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n -
tal  corridors.   Imagine what that  wi l l  do to proper-
ty  va lues  in  or  immediate ly  around those  corr idors .
We have  a l ready  seen  that  a reas  deemed  wet l ands ,
steep s lopes,  or  hi l l tops have been declared off  l im-
its .   Now the “environmental  corridors”  as  wel l?

As of  this  writing,  the language in the Berry
plan is  in draft  form .  On Monday,  January 29th
at 7:30pm, there will  be a  public  meeting at  the
town hall  in Berry to get  citizen reaction.

T h i s  B e r r y  b o a r d  h a s  i m p r e s s e d  u s
with its calm and respectful approach to
property rights.   We trust cooler heads
will prevail and the land use plan revised
accordingly. 


