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Geopolitical Update: Civilization Is
Not the Enemy!

By Mike Byrne & Bob Bowman

G e n e r a l l y , e n v i r o n m e n t a l a l a r m i s t s u s e b a d
science. Fortunately , good science drives out bad.
Envi ronmenta l a larmists explo i t two “ isms” : ( 1 )
M a l t h u s i a n i s m ( h u m a n s a r e e x h a u s t i n g t h e
resources of the earth) , and (2) Naturism (humans
are destroying the natural world) .

M a l t h u s i a n i s m s t a r t s w i t h T h o m a s M a l t h u s ,
w h o i n 1 7 9 8 p r e m i s e d t h a t p o p u l a t i o n g r o w s
exponentia l ly ( i .e . , at an increasing rate) but food
p r o d u c t i o n o n l y a t a c o n s t a n t r a t e , d o o m i n g
h u m a n s t o o u t s t r i p t h e i r f o o d s u p p l y . M o d e r n
Malthus ians genera l i ze th i s , say ing humans out-
str ip a l l their resources . Hence, Malthus ians try
to cut our consumption by cutt ing our productiv-
ity . They disguise this return to feudal peasantry
as “sustainabi l i ty” and “smart growth.”

Natur ism, the other leg of environmental i sm,
laments loss of wi ld l i fe habi tat , loss o f spec ies ,
contaminat ion by industr ia l pol lutants , etc. , and
e n d s u p a t G a i a , o r e a r t h w o r s h i p . I t a c c u s e s
h u m a n p r o f l i g a c y o f c r e a t i n g g l o b a l w a r m i n g ,
which they claim wil l doom us.

T h i s t w i n m a n t r a o f o u t s t r i p p i n g r e s o u r c e s
and sacri lege against nature is more rel igion than
reason. It i s the drumbeat of our news media , a
party l ine to which dissent is treated l ike a s in .
But is it based on facts? Is it true?

T h e M a l t h u s i a n e c o n o m i s t P a u l E h r l i c h
(Stanford U.) , was the dar l ing of the alarmists for
w r i t i n g T h e P o p u l a t i o n B o m b ( 1 9 6 8 ) , p r e d i c t i n g
mass starvation in the 1970s, and writ ing The End
of A f f l u e n c e ( 1974) , predict ing resource shortages
by the 1980s. Both wrong. Ehrl ich’s crit ic , econo-
m i s t J u l i a n S i m o n ( U . M a r y l a n d ) , b e t h i m
$ 1 0 , 0 0 0 t h a t r e s o u r c e s w o u l d b e c o m e c h e a p e r
rather than exhausted. Simon won.

Thus , h i s tory and Simon did Ehr l i ch in . Yet
M a l t h u s i a n i s m l i v e s o n i n t h e n o n s e n s e c a l l e d
“smart growth.” A bad idea with many disguises is
hard to kil l , and keeps begett ing bad ideas .

Another Malthusian doomsayer Lester Brown,
head of Worldwatch Inst i tute , has annual ly pre-
d i c t e d e n v i r o n m e n t a l d i s a s t e r s in W I ’ s S t a t e o f
t h e W o r l d . A s w i t h E h r l i c h , h i s C h i c k e n L i t t l e
sky-is-fa l l ing view is discredited by facts .

J u l i a n S i m o n w a s t h e e a r l y c r i t i c o f
Ehrl ich/Brown. His “ long-run forecast”(1997) was :

“The mater ia l condit ions of l i fe wi l l cont inue to
get better for most people, in most countr ies , most
of the t ime, indef in i te ly . With in a century or two,
al l nat ions and most of humanity wi l l be at or above
today’s Western l iv ing standards.”

Simon’s view was echoed in Earth Report 2000
( R o n B a i l e y , E d i t o r , 2 0 0 0 ) , a r e v i e w b y 1 2
experts , including scientists . Now comes another
proponent of Simon’s view, a Danish statisti-
c ian , B jorn Lomborg , urg ing sc ient i f ic ba lance ,
in a 2001 book tit led The Skeptical Environmental -
i s t . His book is refreshing. He is an environmen-
tal ist who meant to prove Simon was wrong and
instead found that the Malthusians were wrong.
He shows that the sky - i s - f a l l ing pred ic t ions of
Brown and others were based on fl imsy data and
short t ime spans. He uses data from major world
agencies and analyzes over long time spans to see
the actual state of events . He cites that contrary
to Malthus , UN data indicate wor ld populat ion
w i l l p e a k a t 1 0 b i l l i o n p e o p l e b y 2 1 0 0 , t h e n
dec l ine . He says the of f ic ia l data show that we
are succeeding in revers ing environmental degra-
dation while increasing productivity . He says we
mainly need to stay this course .

The doomsayers are in a tizzy over Lomborg ’s
book. Scient i f i c American , a popular science mag-
azine, responds even less scientif ical ly than ever .
It s ics four party- l iners on Lomborg ’s book, and
the anger , v indict iveness and vituperat ion lurk-
ing in their reviews warn us not to bel ieve them.
M o r e c r e d i b l e i s t h e c i v i l r e v i e w i n S c i e n c e b y
Michae l G r u b b , a Br i t i sh c l imate sc i ent i s t and
K y o t o k i n d of g u y ; ye t e v e n h e uses p o l e m i c s ,
cal l ing those who disagree with him “contrar ian,”
a n d t h e f a i l i n g s he c l a i m s in L o m b o r g a r e n o t
t e l l i n g o n e s . H e r e s t s o n t h e I P C C r e p o r t
( I n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l P a n e l on C l i m a t e Change ) .
Despite IPCC’s tit le itse l f being a pre- judgment,
Je f f Jacoby , Boston Globe reporter , quotes the
IPCC as say ing , on g loba l warming and cl imate
change, that the evidence sti l l isn’t there .

We must resolve environmental extremism in
favor of f reedom and industr ia l progress . If we
re t rea t b a c k into f e u d a l p e a s a n t r y , o r in to the
soviet -sty le centra l p lanning of “smart growth,”
then our nation, and the world, wil l fai l .


