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The Christian Charity of Hauge’s
Church, as Revamped by Kathleen Falk

by Mike Byrne

I n t h e D e c e m b e r 1 7 e d i t i o n o f T h e M o u n t
H o r e b M a i l i s a l e t t e r t o the e d i t o r f r o m D a n e
County Execut ive Kath leen Fa lk . T h e M t . H o r e b
Mail selectively headl ined Falk ’s letter as fol lows:
" F a l k S u p p o r t s E f f o r t s T o P r e s e r v e H a u g e
C h u r c h . " T h a t f o c u s e s o u r a t t e n t i o n o n F a l k ’ s
r ight hand, so we don’t notice what her left hand
is doing. Not so good, M t . Horeb M a i l .

We at Freedom Matters have come to expect
such pol i t ica l postur ing f rom the county execu-
t ive and her al l ies , who have shown an irrational
opposit ion to residentia l development outside of
urban boundaries . Falk polemical ly cal l s it urban
sprawl and has threatened to use any means at her
d i s p o s a l t o b l o c k i t . I n t h i s p u r s u i t , w e h a v e
observed that those on her s ide pract ice a ‘c lass
warfare, ’ in which they wil l label successful peo-
p l e a s “ g r e e d y d e v e l o p e r s ” j u s t t o t r y t o s t o p
t h e m f r o m b u i l d i n g a h o m e o r a b u s i n e s s f o r
t h e m s e l v e s o n t h e l o c a t i o n o f t h e i r c h o i c e o n
their own rural property .

We have a bul let in for everyone : the Hauge
c h u r c h i s in no danger f rom Dav id G e h l . It i s
s t i l l s t a n d i n g ( e m p t y ) , i t i s s t i l l o w n e d b y t h e
Perry Lutheran Church (who refused to become
embroi led in the efforts of the Perry Town Board
to fight David Gehl over the sit ing of his bui ld-
i n g s o n h i s p r o p e r t y j u s t t o t h e n o r t h o f t h e i r
church) , it sti l l needs signif icantly better upkeep
by the folks who claim they want to preserve it ,
and it ’ s no more threatened by Gehl ’ s proposed
h o m e t h a n i t i s b y B o l e y ’ s e x i s t i n g h o m e j u s t
nor th -nor theas t o f i t , o r by Bluschke ’ s ex i s t ing
home just west-southwest of it .

So relax, Ms. Falk. There are no actions afoot
to hurt the church, nor to invade the two acres of
property on which it sits . Not one square foot of
i t s c h u r c h y a r d i s t h r e a t e n e d , n o r h a s a n y o n e
done or proposed any palpable harm at al l to it .
We doubt that anyone who goes there to enjoy it
w o u l d h a v e a b a d e x p e r i e n c e b e c a u s e a n o t h e r
next-door neighbor is in residence 600 feet away
from it. Indeed, a church without a congregation
n e e d s a peop led l a n d s c a p e around i t , to g ive i t
the soul of a church.

Falk’s letter concerns itself about court cases
between the town of Perry and Mr. Gehl . Those
cases could have far-reaching ramifications when
you consider that Falk has the county requesting
permiss ion to enter one of the cases in support
o f t h e r i g h t o f t o w n s h i p s t o z o n e . G e e , w e
thought that the county wanted to hold on to its
zon ing p o w e r . I t ’ s k i n d o f t o u c h i n g that t h e y
might be wil l ing to give it up.

S t i l l , w e ’ v e n o t k n o w n a n y o n e i n M a d i s o n
with that kind of charity . Thus, the sincerity of
Falk’s offer may be doubted. We think she makes
this offer because she knows there ’s not a chance
in the world that Perry can win the suits .

It a lso seems odd that Falk ’s letter says she is
s iccing their taxpayer-funded legal eagle ( i .e . , the
County Corporat ion Counsel ) on Gehl , by direct-
ing him to f i le su i t aga inst Gehl for bui ld ing a
fence on his own land. S ince Gehl has test i f ied
under oath that he bui lt that fence on the advice
of the attorney he hired to protect him from the
Town government , it seems l ikely that he has a
legal basis for bui lding it .

T h a t d o e s n ’ t s t o p F a l k f r o m p r o p o s i n g t o
spend county taxpayer do l l a r s o n beha l f of the
Town Board or of a cit izen group in the Town (if
one of the town groups sues f i r s t ) , to ca l l that
fence a "nuisance." Is Falk thus egging the Town
into making itsel f the nuisance?

You see , in the end, we doubt ser ious ly that
anyone would be bothering Mr. Gehl or trying to
derai l his home-bui lding plans if there weren’t a
g r e a t b i g p o t o f p u b l i c m o n e y t o p a y f o r t h e
effort . And that is the crux of the matter i f you
s u b s c r i b e t o the " f o l l o w t h e m o n e y " t h e o r y o f
analys i s . Never mind the apparent and horren-
d o u s o v e r s t e p p i n g o f s t a t u t o r y a u t h o r i t y b y a
very agenda-driven government.

J u s t c o n s i d e r t h i s : t h i s c o u n t y e x e c u t i v e
wants to be your governor ! Can you imagine how
much state money she might spend on these sorts
o f q u i x o t i c a n d m i s g u i d e d l a n d u s e c r u s a d e s ?
With Falk in the governor ’s mansion, would any-
o n e f r o m S u p e r i o r t o B e l o i t b e s a f e i n t h e i r
a s s u m p t i o n t h a t t h e y c o u l d b u i l d t h e i r d r e a m
h o m e o n a b e a u t i f u l p r o p e r t y t h e y o w n t h a t
l o o k s o u t o n a s c e n i c l a n d s c a p e o r l a k e s h o r e ,
even if it is a legal bui lding site by law, as Gehl ’s
s i t e w a s w h e n he a p p r o a c h e d t h e T o w n B o a r d
about bui lding on it?


