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Smart Growth: Agenda 21
in Drag Part 2

by Bob Bowman

For most people, Agenda 21 is merely a name. Our
readers might like to see beyond that name, so they can
see the enormity of what is proposed in this Agenda.

As a quick look at this U.N. document, adopted by
the U.N. world conference called Earth Summit II in
Rio de Janeiro in 1992, the following is the table of con-
tents for Agenda 21, copied from the current UN web
site, and edited by deleting the range of paragraph
numbers contained in each chapter. The chapter titles
speak for themselves as to the socialist traps imbedded
in the Agenda. Agenda 21 is a worthy document only
for citing certain problems; it is a deadly document for
the totalitarian “solutions” it proposes for problems.

Freedom Matters quoted key provisions from Agenda
21, citing chapter and section, in our 2003, Volume 3
review of Henry Lamb’s article “The UN and Property
Rights,” in issues #31, #32, #33, and #34. Some of those
quotes came out of Chapter 10 of Agenda 21, which as
you can see from its title below, lays out the UN’s
“integrated approach to the planning and management
of land resources.”

Agenda 21 does not deal simply with government
p l a n n i n g . I n i t s 3 0 0 + p a g e s , i t p r o p o s e s a
restructuring of government, in which unelected ele-
ments, so-called NonGovernmental Organizations
(NGOs) seize power from the elected bodies.

Agenda 21 cannot be ignored. It affects the U.S.A.
and Wisconsin. In 1993, President Clinton created a
Council on Sustainable Development to implement
Agenda 21 in the U.S.A., which produced a 1995 report
titled: Sustainable America, A New Consensus. It identi-
fied 154 Agenda 21 actions to take, 67 of them to be
implemented “administratively;” i.e., without congres-
sional approval.

Re Wisconsin, Governor Tommy Thompson
signed a 1998 Memorandum of Understanding with
the German state of Bavaria to coordinate implemen-
tation of Agenda 21 in their two states. This MOU
will be the subject of the next issue of Freedom Matters.
It appears to have been the proximate impetus for
enacting Comprehensive Planning/Smart Growth into
the Wisconsin Statutes in the 1999 budget bill.

Now to the table of contents of Agenda 21.

Agenda 21
Chap-
ters
1. Preamble

SECTION I. SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC DIMEN-
SIONS

2. International cooperation to accelerate sus-
tainable development in developing coun-
tries and related domestic policies

3. Combating poverty
4. Changing consumption patterns
5. Demographic dynamics and sustainability
6. Protecting and promoting human health

conditions
7. Promoting sustainable human settlement

development
8. Integrating environment and development in  

decision-making

SECTION II. CONSERVATION AND MANAGE-
MENT OF RESOURCES FOR DEVELOP-

MENT

9. Protection of the atmosphere
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29. Strengthening the role of workers and
their trade unions

30. Strengthening the role of business and
industry

31. Scientific and technological community
32. Strengthening the role of farmers

SECTION IV. MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION

33. Financial resources and mechanisms
34. Transfer of environmentally sound tech-

nology, cooperation and capacity-building
35. Science for sustainable development
36. Promoting education, public awareness

and training
37. National mechanisms and internation-

al cooperation for capacity-building in
developing countries

38. International institutional arrangements
39. International legal instruments and

mechanisms
40. Information for decision-making

* * * * *
[Footnotes to Agenda 21 Contents]

* For section I (Social and economic
dimensions), see A/CONF.151/26 (Vol. I); for
section III (Strengthening the role of major
g r o u p s ) a n d s e c t i o n IV ( M e a n s o f
implementation), see A.CONF/151/26 (Vol.
III).

* For section II (Conservation and manage-
ment of resources for development), see
A/CONF.151/26 (Vol. II); for section III
(Strengthening the role of major groups) and
section IV (Means of implementation), see
A/CONF.151/26 (Vol. III).

* For section I (Social and economic
dimensions), see A/CONF.151/26 (Vol. I); for
section II (Conservation and management of
r e s o u r c e s f o r d e v e l o p m e n t ) , s e e
A/CONF.151/26 (Vol. II).
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10. Integrated approach to the planning and
management of land resources

11. Combating deforestation
12. Managing fragile ecosystems: combating

desertification and drought
13. Managing fragile ecosystems: sustainable

mountain development
14. Promoting sustainable agriculture and

rural development
15. Conservation of biological diversity
16. Environmentally sound management of

biotechnology
17. Protection of the oceans, all kinds of seas,

including enclosed and semi-enclosed
seas, and coastal areas and the protec-
tion, rational use and development of
their living resources

18. Protection of the quality and supply of
freshwater resources: application of inte-
grated approaches to the development,
management and use of water resources

19. Environmentally sound management of
toxic chemicals, including prevention of
illegal international traffic in toxic and
dangerous products

20. Environmentally sound management of
hazardous wastes, in hazardous wastes

21. Environmentally sound management of
solid wastes and sewage-related issues

22. Safe and environmentally sound manage-
ment of radioactive wastes

SECTION III. STRENGTHENING THE ROLE
OF MAJOR GROUPS

23. Preamble
24. Global action for women towards sustain-

able and equitable development
25. Children and youth in sustainable devel-

opment
26. Recognizing and strengthening the role of

indigenous people and their communities
27. S t r e n g t h e n i n g t h e r o l e o f n o n -

governmental organizations: partners for
sustainable development

28. Local authorities' initiatives in support of
Agenda


